
 

 

Christian Association 

Annual Report 2009-2010 

New Beginnings 
Transition in 
Leadership 
Hi Friends, 

Looking through this Annual 
Report, in my first week as 
Executive Director, I recall how 
moved I was the first time I heard 
a paraphrase of a Frederick 
Buechner quoteÉÓfind the place 
that God is calling you to where your 
deep gladness meets the deep hunger of 
the worldÓ. Resourcing an agenda 
that allows individuals and 
organizations in the Penn 
community to find that place is 
what the Christian Association is 
all about. Imagine a world where 
this exists. 

The CA was formed in 1891, but 
it is made new each day through 
its relationships, ministries and 
GodÕs grace. We are undergoing a 
transition in leadership, but our 

mission remains unchanged. As 
you can see from reviewing this 
report, the CA is made up of 
outstanding people, diverse 
programming, faithful supporters 
and much love and promise. 
 

Reaffirming our values; striving to 
make sure programming lives into 
our mission and finds the right 
balance with hospitality and 
fellowship; obtaining and using 
resources wisely; being inclusive 
and keeping God at the center of 
our activities will be my 
immediate focus as I begin as your 
Executive Director. I ask for your 
prayers, input and support.  
 

If you donÕt hear from me first, 
please feel free to contact me to 
discuss your interests and ideas. It 
would be helpful too to provide us 
with any personal updates so that 
we may include them in future 
publications and our website. If 
you are able to support us through 
a financial contribution, that 
would be fine too (smile)...we 
have included a remittance 
envelope for your use. 
 

I look forward to working with 
you all.  
 
Peace and blessings, 

 
Rob Gurnee 
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Programs & Events 2009-2010 
engaging and educating students on social justice 

issues in fun, unique and challenging ways 

Open Mind for Africa 
 The Open Mind for Africa program in honor of Dr. 
Louise Shoemaker Õ47, Ô65, Dean Emerita of the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Social Work, builds 
on the CAÕs foundation of promoting open minds and 
working faith. The program sponsors student travel to 
Africa to participate in service work, recognizes a 
member of the Africanist community at an annual awards 
dinner, and hosts the Eat Your Way Through Africa 
dinner series. The dinners raise awareness of Africa by 
focusing on cuisine, performing arts, culture, and 
contemporary issues of African countries. This past year 
we focused on Kenya, Ghana, and Botswana.  

Peacemaking Through the Arts (PTA) 
 Penn students and performing arts groups volunteer to 
work with children from 1st to 6th grade at various 
Philadelphia schools that serve predominantly low-
income African American communities. Our volunteers 
create safe, peaceful, and loving environments for 
children who are surrounded by violence. PTA was 
started 10 years ago by, Artist-in -Residence, Marcy 
Francis.  

Networking Lunches 
 Staff and Penn students welcome professors, alumni and 
community members to a lunch discussion every other 
Friday during the school year. The lunches create a sense 
of community and camaraderie by bringing staff and 
students together to discuss social justice issues that they 
are passionate about and to discuss ways that we can 
work together. 

Top: PTA founder, Marcy Francis, with volunteer Penn 
student and local elementary children 
Bottom: Rev. Arthur Simon, student workers & seminarians 

 

Top: Board Member & Assistant Director  
of the African Studies Center, Anastasia Shown, MSW '07 
Bottom: (L to R) Katherine Primus, Dr. Louis Shoemaker & 
2010 OMA award recipient, Dr. Sandra T. Barnes 

To  PTA f nd Ma Fr ci ith lu Pe

Top: Board Member & Assistant Directoror 
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Sex Symposium 
 

Queer Christian Fellowship 
 QCF meets regularly throughout the school year to share 
studentsÕ lives and happenings, enjoy home-cooked food, 
engage in critical dialogs surrounding the intersection of faith 
and sexual orientation, open doors to visitors from other 
student groups, watch movies on the struggle to come out in 
light of one's religious identity, welcome speakers from the 
LGBTQ community, and more. Members of QCF bond as a 
group- sharing friendships, smiles, meals and conversations. 

Spiritual Youth for Reproductive Freedom (SYRF) sponsored a day 
long symposium on sexuality titled Young Christians Living in the 
Hook-up Culture: Communicating, Negotiating, Enjoying. The event 
focused on the difficult decisions students are faced with by living in a 
culture that neglects to focus on sexual education and ethics. College 
students were invited to listen to lecturers and panelists covering 
topics that ranged from sexual orientation to abortion. 

Bible Study: Race & Justice 
Bible Study: Lectionary Discussion 
Student Engagement Program 
Dinner and a Program (movies, speakers, 
 recitals, beer and wine tastings) 

Symposium attendee, Elaine Dube 

New Programs 2010-2011 

Graduate Student Happy Hour 
Queer Christian Fellowship 
Peacemaking Through the Arts 
Dana How Mentors Program 
Slanguage (ESL) 

Meditation for Well-Being 
Networking Luncheons 
Open Mind for Africa Program 
Penn Staff Forum

Fall Programs 
 

The Dana How Mentors Program pairs undergraduate 
mentors with high school students to work on 
discernment, essay writing, college selection and 
application, testing skills, and other needs expressed 
by the high school student. Our goal is to have 
undergrads and high school students join 
Peacemaking Through the Arts and serve as camp 
counselors over the summer. 

Dana How Mentors 
 

Student Engagement 
 A new Student Engagement Program will be 
offered on Saturday afternoons (and some Friday 
evenings) with emphases on peace, justice, 
environment and fun. There will be a discernment 
workshop on GodÕs call to vocation, service work 
with the poor, a trip to Bartram Gardens, justice 
advocacy on campus, a concert, and more. 

Leadership Development 
 The CA is honored to receive a grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation to support our 
program of expanding field education internships for seminary students. Each program described above is 
developed and led by a seminarian who is assisted by an undergraduate intern and mentored by a group of 
clergy that the CA is recruiting to provide renewed spiritual leadership for the organization.  
 

Rev. Chris Glaser speaks with students 
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CA Friends & Alumni 

Ruth Fegley Ô44 died May 
27, 2010, at the Gilchrist 
Hospice, Towson MD, at the age 
of 86. Ruth was a leading force 
for civil and women's rights in 
the City of Baltimore ever since 
coming to that city in 1958 as 
the Director of Baltimore 
Fellowship, Inc, and its 
Baltimore Fellowship House. 

She conducted many programs to promote better 
interracial and interfaith relations in the City of 
Baltimore, with a special emphasis on art and music 

activities for young people. She received an honorary 
membership in the Pi Beta Sigma Sorority, the 
Sojourner Truth Award, and the Citizenship Award 
from the Baltimore Chapter of the National Council of 
Negro Women. Her later career was spent as an 
employee counselor for the Social Security 
Administration, working with alcohol and drug abuse 
problems as well as disadvantaged-employee programs. 
She was originally a native of Philadelphia and 
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, after 
which she served as a social worker in several 
prominent Philadelphia area institutions.  
 

            Published in Baltimore Sun on June 23, 2010  

Friends & Alumni News 

 

The CA RemembersÉ 

Rev. Cedric Hughes Jones, 
Jr. Ô87 formally began as the fourth 
pastor of PhiladelphiaÕs Mt. Zion 
Baptist church on Sunday, 
November 1, 2009. Mt. Zion 
celebrated its 95th anniversary this 
past fall.  
 

Stephen O. Voysey Ô72 writes: 
ÒLots of memories of CA, especially 
living on the third floor one summer 
(dodging the motion detector beam 
after hours) c. 1969 and working 
there as John ScottÕs parish 
secretary/intern from 1973-74. All 
best to the Ôcurrent eraÕ leaders!Ó 
 

W.W. ÒBillÓ Jones CÔ51 
writes: ÒThis morning IÕve picked up 
your latest CA Perspectives and Annual 
Report. I find that the first of your 
ÔSpecial points of interestÕ is the 
tribute to Charles Fretz, Jr. (ÔCharlieÕ 
to me. I donÕt remember calling him 
ÔBud.Õ) IÕm most grateful for that 
memorial.Ó 

Rev. Edward W. Battin Ô48 
Lewis J. Beck Ô49 
William L. Bowlus Ô52 

Edward Flintermann Ô40 
Alan Glass Ô68 
John C. Hall Ô54 
Caroline Laing Hosmer Ô53 

Bob Souders Ô50 writes: ÒI was 
sorry to hear of the death of Bud 
Fretz who was a friend while we 
were at schoolÉ I have a special 
relationship with the CA because I 
was the president of the MenÕs Group 
in 1950, and I had to work with the 
president of the WomenÕs Group, 
Ellen Edvar.Ó He and Ellen 
eventually married and remained so 
for 53 years until EllenÕs death at the 
age of 76. 
 

Linda Nelson Ô50 writes:  ÒSince 
Penn has changed so much in the 
years since I graduated, it is 
wonderful to see ways in which the 
CA offers volunteer projects to 
students. When the College of 
Education had a strong 
undergraduate presence on campus, 
many of us came to the CA for 
Settlement House and Green Lane 
Camp as ways to have early 
experiences with school age children. 
The partnering with local schools is a 

logical expansion of those early 
efforts...Ó 
 

It was good to see Linda on Locust 
Walk on Alumni Day!   
 

Rev. Lawrence Burnley 
(former CA Associate Director) was 
recently appointed assistant Vice 
President for ntercultural relations at 
Whitworth University.  He provides 
leadership in strategic planning, 
curriculum development and faculty 
and also serves on the faculty of the 
history department. 
 

Doris Anne ÒDodieÓ 
Younger Õ46 shared with us that   
she was the daughter of a Lutheran 
minister and that she went to Penn to 
get away from religion. But all of the 
women she looked up to were part of 
the CA, especially Theodora ÒTedÓ 
Ninsteel. Dodie was part of camp and 
SCM. After graduating from Penn, 
she went to Yale and eventually 
married a Baptist minister.   

Dell Hymes 
Jessica Matthews Skelton Ô46 
Carol Reid-Ziegler 
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Fundraising & Finances 

$500 or more 
Kenneth Haslam   
Rt. Rev. Edward L Lee 
Bruce McCullough, Ô80, Ô83 
Barbara Wischan & Robert 
Moxon, Ô42 
Linda Nelson, Ô50 
Doris Anne Younger Ô46
    
$250 to $499   
Rev. Andrew A. Barasda, Jr. 
Dr. Sandra Barnes 
Rev. Warren Cederholm 
Rev. Dr. Beverly Dale 
Glenn E. & Judith Dawson 
Leona Fields Ô95, Ô00 
J. Barton Harrison, Esq. Ô56 
Dr. William J. & Alice Kelly 
Katherine Primus   
Dr. Louise Shoemaker Ô47, Ô65 
Dr. Rosamund Wendt 
Rev. Robert Wood Ô48 
    
$100 to $249   
Philip Asare Ô10, Ô11 
Gudrun & Howard Arnold 
Bettie Bassett-Roundtree 
Christina M. Bauers
Gary Bronson   
Dr. Robert Cahn Ô56 
Dr. Lee & Susan Cassanelli 
Dr. Jesse Paul Clay Ô56, Ô57, Ô61 
Lynn Clowes Ô88 
Dr. Valerie L. Dorsey-Allen Ô93, Ô10 
Dr. Janice Egeland Õ56, Ô59 
Jay Florey Ô80 
Lawrence A. Fullerton Ô64, Ô66 
Elizabeth Gilfillan 
Prof. Walter Haines Ô40 
Thomas R. Hall Ô71 
Rev. William Hemphill, Jr. Ô48
Philip How Ô60 
Dr. James E. & Sandra L. Jones,    
  M.D. Ô52,Õ59 
Rev. Keith Jones Ô64W 

Elizabeth J. Kurtz Ô96 
Robert B. McKersie Ô51 
Paulanne B. Montaigne Ô48 
Samuel & Mary Osirim 
Paul K. Paulson Ô39 
William H. Price Ô40 
Melanie Redmond Quackenbush Ô00 
Oswald Roach Ô74 
Cheryl Shipman Ô84 
Anastasia Shown Ô07 
Dr. Donald & Marylyn Silberberg 
Jack A. Souder   
Helen A. Williams Stevens Ô48 
Dr. Irene Wong   
    
Up to $99   
Elizabeth J. Allen Ô41 
Larry Althouse Ô52 
Robert Aronowitz 
Mary Ellen Bachman Ô56 
Bertram Balch, Esq Ô51 
Joan Bauer   
Steve Beitel Õ93 
Dr. Daniel Ben Amos 
Crystal Biruk   
Jere Blackwelder Ô63 
Dr. Thomas Callaghy 
Dr. Emmanuel Cassimatis 
Brandon Celestin Ô07 
Fran de la Torre Õ04, Ô07 
Dr. Tabitha Dell'Angelo Ô99, Ô07 
John C. Diller, Jr. Ô53 
Dr. Ali Dinar   
Kristin Doughty   
Cornell M. Dowlin Ô50 
Lambert G. Eichner, M.D. Ô50 
Ruth Fegley Ô44 
Dr. Stephen Feierman 
Bruce C. Flint, Sr. Ô56 
Jim Gerhard   
Dr. Ward Goodenough 
Margo Groff   
Hershey Groff, Jr. CPA Ô56 
Elizabeth Hamilton Ô95 
Esther A. Harbert Ô41 
David Haring Ô60 

Marissa Harris   
Jane E. Hartmire Ô55 
Sharon Haynie Ô76 
George Herold   
Rev. David Herrell Ô58 
Robert W. Hill Ô55 
Dr. John Hoffsommer Ô54 
Dr. Ellwood Jacoby Ô50, Ô51, Ô66 
Rev. Cean & Kesha James
Michael Janson Ô07 
Simone Jeffers   
Joan B. Jeffers Ô56 
William Jones Ô51 
David T. & Theresa C. Jones Ô63 
Ruth V. Kennedy Ô50 
Annie Wu King Ô61 
Dr. David Kline, M.D. Ô56, Ô60 
Nancy E. Krody 
George Lakey   
Dr. Lynn Hollen Lees Ô89 
Romaine Boyer & William    
Macht Ô48, Ô43

Thomas Martindale Ô37 
Jane Mathisen   
Roy Menzel Ô38 
Marija Mircevska 
Dr. Joanne Mitchell 
Rev. Ralph M. Moore, Jr. 
Dr. Donald F. Morrison 
Jack Munday   
John Norcini   
Janet Loucks Parkerson Ô54 
Lori Patterson   
Rev. Patricia Pearce 
Dr. Geraldine M. Phipps Ô60 
Dorothy T. Pretz Ô42 
Ginny and John Rice 
Patty Salkowski  
John Sanford III Ô59 
Barbara J. Schmid Ô55 
Christy Schuetze  
Deborah Seeley Ô10 
Jean Shook Ô76 
Lois M. Koch Siegel Ô58 
Margaret Guthrie Smith Ô43 
Donald M. Solenberger Ô46 

Donors Robert A. Souders Ô50 
Dr. Robert W. Stevenson Ô54
David Townsend Ô49 
Margaret Lentz Vose Ô48 
Rev. Stephen Voysey Ô72 
Dan Wagner  
Thomas Waldman 
Catherine Schmidt Wallace Ô48 
Susan & Donald Wargo 
Colonel William Watkins, Jr. Ô53 
George Werner Ô09  
Bill Wheatly  
Andrine L. Wilson Ô06 
Farralon Wilson Ô05 
Fred Wolfe
Dr. Joyce Wootton, M.D. Ô51 
Ms. Diane-Louise Wormley 
Arlethia Wright Ô69 
Rev. Jeffrey D. Zimmerman 
Michael Zuckerman  
 
Foundations & Organizations 
Dana G. How Social Service Fund at the  
  Philadelphia Foundation 
Henrietta Tower Wurts Fund at the 
  Philadelphia Foundation 
Union Benevolent Association 
Tabernacle United Church 
Haverford Trust Company 
Target Corporation 
George Fox University Discernment  
  Program 
Planned Parenthood 
GoodSearch 
Knutson Foundation at St. Olaf College 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
  Choice 
Diocese of Pennsylvania 
African Studies Program at the University  
  of Pennsylvania 
Netter Center at the University of  
  Pennsylvania 
Unity Fellowship Church 
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter  
  Foundation 

 
 
 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 

Income    
Individual Gifts and Donations $14,149 $14,409 $28,661 
Foundations, Churches, Special Events $33,424 $39,775 $51,752 
Program Contributions & Reimbursements $5,775 $4,534 $3,470 
Open Minds for Africa Fund $4,984 $4,891 $10,015 
Transfer from Investments $335,000 $310,000 $250,000 

Total Income $393,332 $373,610 $343,898 
Expense    
Employee Payroll and Benefits $151,132 $143,292 $135,902 
Professional Fees & Services $3,395 $3,302 $14,104 
Development, Newsletters, Events $7,168 $6,191 $11,384 
Office Expenses and Equipment $13,673 $21,730 $22,429 
Building Related Expenses $18,004 $15,007 $15,540 
Direct Program Expenses $195,471 $200,087 $125,404 

Total Expenses $388,843 $389,610 $324,764 
Operating Surplus/(Deficit) $4,489 -$16,000 $19,134 

Stewardship of our Resources 
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Bill Kelly International Missions 

Behind the Scenes: Those who make it all happen 
 
ÒThe CA has provided me with ways to put my 
Christian faith into action,Ó says Bill, our International 
Programs Coordinator. Bill, who has a B.A. in Russian 
and a PhD in economics, has served visitors from more 
than a score of countries and has carried the CA name to 
many people who have never visited the U.S. For the 
past 13 years, he has kept us aware of peace and justice 
issues playing out around the world and has provided us 
with an opportunity to help alleviate these problems.  

In November, Bill will lead a Presbyterian group to 
Cuba, his eighth such visit. As with BillÕs past trips to 
Cuba, the CA will be providing moral and material 
support. 

BillÕs principal activity has been leading Slanguage. ÒItÕs 

Deborah Seeley Ô10 Sex, Beer & Videos 
Penn community- a cause she 
is passionate about. 
 

The contributions Deborah 
has made to the CA over the 
past 3 years have been 
invaluable. The programs she 
created and implemented, such 
as the Sex on Tap beer 
tastings, which exposed 
students to a sophisticated and 
safer way of consuming 
alcohol, brought numerous 
students into the CA and 
introduced them to an 
organization many did not 
know of. She also wrote, 
produced and co-directed the 

SYRF funded documentary on 
reproductive freedom called 
Body Without Fear. It inspired 
her to learn how to film and 
edit so that she could continue 
to create videos on CA 
programming. 

Deborah has had some positive 
experiences at the CA. ÒIÕve 
gained valuable skills, the 
students have been great to 
work with, and there has been 
no proselytizing.Ó  

DeborahÕs work coincides with 
the CAÕs mission of inclusivity 
and finding creative ways to 
engage the community. 

ÒIf I hadnÕt been 
asked to join the 
CA staff in 2007, 
I never would 
have considered 
working for a 
religious 
organization,Ó 
says Deborah 

who is a Program Coordinator. 
ÒI donÕt have religious beliefs so 
I assumed that the CA would 
not be a welcoming place.Ó But 
it was. The CA was a place 
where Deborah could work 
toward making a positive 
change for women within the 

a program that helps 
foreign visitors 
improve their 
English, learn 
about American 
culture, and 
experience low-
pressure Christian 
hospitality,Ó says 
Bill. ÒOver the 
years, hundreds of 
students have attended.Ó 

We hope that this collaboration will be able to go on for 
many more years. 

DD

ed.Ó

make it all happen
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Designer Extraordinaire 
Three years ago the CA was 
fortunate enough to have acquired 
the help of work-study student 
Melinda Angeles. Melinda was 
hired to do graphics for the CAÕs 
promotional materials. Though 
a beginner at the time, Melinda 
quickly gained the knowledge 
of several design programs and 
began creating professional 
quality ads in no time. ÒIt 

became easier as I learned the 
programs, and everything opened up after that,Ó says 
Melinda. ÒI felt like a seasoned designer. I worked on 
real projects, and by the end I had a portfolio.Ó   

Not only did Melinda benefit from the educational 

opportunity she received while working at the CA, the 
CA benefitted greatly from Melinda as well. For three 
years Melinda consistently produced beautiful and 
highly effective images that appeared in numerous CA 
publications. Her work on student programming ads 
gained the attention of the university community and 
was a big factor in drawing students into the events.  

The CA benefitted Melinda in other ways too. ÒThere 
was a great sense of community,Ó says Melinda. ÒIt 
became a second home. The other student workers 
made the CA a place I wanted to go to, not just to 
work, but to hang out.Ó 

Melinda recently received her Masters degree in 
Environmental Studies and hopes to work for the EPA. 
She would like to combine her environmental 
knowledge with her artistic ability and work on 
geographic information systems (GIS). 

Gary Bronson 

In 2002, Dr. Louise Shoemaker, 
fellow parishioner at University 
Lutheran, encouraged Gary to join 
the Board of the CA and then to 
become Operations Manager. Gary 
helped Rev. Dr. Beverly Dale and, 
later, Ms. Katherine Primus in 
administration, finance and 
development for the last eight years. 
Simultaneously, he developed a 
stained/leaded glass business 
  
and served on four boards, two of 
which were campus ministries. 
 

ÒThe best part of being at the CA is 

and schedule ministry 
programs for the fall, 
and to get the CA 
ready for the new 
Executive Director, 
Rob Gurnee. 

working with the Penn students 
and the seminarians who do 
internships in ministry,Ó says 
Gary. ÒParticipating in their 
leadership development and 
discernment is tremendously 
rewarding.Ó   
 

During GaryÕs time at the CA, he 
has taken on many roles.  Always 
willing to step in and help out 
where needed, Gary effortlessly 
and expertly juggled Finance and 
Outreach Management with the 
role of Interim Executive 
Director this summer. As Interim 
ED, Gary worked with Warren 
Cederholm, Board President, to 
appoint seminary interns, design 

(www.garybronsonstainedglass.com) 

Melinda Angeles, MES Ô10 

Th
fo
th
Me
hi
pr

Multitasking Expert 



 

 

 

The People of the Christian Association  

Christian Association 
Board of Directors 
Simone Jeffers, Chair 
Cheryl Shipman Ô84, Vice Chair 
Steve Drabkowski, Secretary 
Valerie Dorsey Allen, MSW Ô93, DSW Ô10,     
  Treasurer 
Philip Asare, BSE/MSE (EE) Ô11 
Chuck Brutsche Ô95, MLA Ô97 
Rev. Warren Cederholm, Chair Elect 
Lindsay Guyer
Mandie Kaminski 
George Kronnisanyon Werner, MSW Ô09 
Elizabeth Kurtz, MA Ô96 
Melanie Quackenbush Ô00 
Anastasia Shown, MSW '07 
 
Staff 
Gary Bronson, Building/Finance Manager 
Rev. Dr. Beverly Dale, General Minister &   
  President 
Fran de la Torre Ô04, MEd Ô07, Program    
  Coordinator 

Keep in Touch! 

Christian Association 
118 South 37th Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19104 

Marcy Francis, Artist in Residence 
Dr. William Kelly, International Ministries 
Katherine Primus, Executive Director 
Deborah Seeley Ô10, Program Coordinator 
 
Student Interns 
Dorothy Ahn Ô12, Graphics Intern 
Olivia Antosiewicz Ô12, Administrative Intern 
Matthew Fox, MA Ô11, Administrative Intern 
Danielle Heitmann Ô11, Website Intern 
Alex Lee, M.Arch I Ô10, Computer Graphics Intern 
Meredith Aska McBride Ô10, Communications Intern 
Justen Perez Ô11, Student Engagement Intern 
Lauren Yates Ô12, Administrative Intern 
 
Seminary Interns 
Jean-Robert Desulme, Sexual Justice Seminary Intern 
Maria (Ria) Fumai Dietrich, Masters in Public  
  Leadership Intern 
Robert Holsapple, Public Voice Seminary Intern 
Daniel Katyl, Congregational Outreach Seminary 
  Intern  
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