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September 1, 2011                                  

Dear Penn student,
Thank you for your interest in applying to the Dana How Scholars mentoring program at the Christian Association.
This mentoring program is an important service opportunity that we offer the campus community. It enables Penn students to enter into meaningful relationships with neighboring West Philadelphia high school students at Upward Bound, a federally-funded college preparatory program for low income first generation college aspirants. These high school students face enormous obstacles to success, but are actively engaged in college preparatory work and are significantly more likely to reach their full potential if involved in a mentoring relationship with a college student.
In the pages that follow you will find an application packet with:

· A Fact Sheet about the program

· Mentor Application*

· Thoughts in Progress survey
· Interview availability schedule

*If you are selected, there will be background clearance forms to fill out that we will assist you with. By submitting your application you agree to let us use your info on the clearance forms.
The mentoring program was designed so that it will not only benefit high school students, but that you too will grow as a result of serving others. We aim to make this a very enjoyable and life changing program. As the Mentor Coordinator I will help you achieve your goals with the program. I have a lot of experience as both a mentee and mentor, and I am dedicated to your achievement!

Interviews will be scheduled the week of September 19th, and we will begin training on Saturday, October 1, 2011. I hope to see you there! 

Sincerely,

Miles R. Goodloe

Mentor Coordinator
gomiles@gse.upenn.edu
215 746 6350

Dana How Scholars Program – Fact Sheet
What is the Dana How Scholars Program?

The Christian Association, in partnership with the Dana How Social Services Fund and Upward Board, is proud to offer this exciting opportunity for Penn and Upward Bound students.  Through this program, Upward Bound students will develop meaningful relationships with undergraduate students, strengthen their interpersonal skills, and explore college & career options.  Penn students will have the opportunity to strengthen their leadership skills, learn more about the Philadelphia community, and gain a better understanding of positive youth development.   

Selection & Matching Criteria

· Select Penn students will be paired with Upward Bound rising sophomores

· Mentor pairs will be determined based on common interests and personalities

· Preference will be given to first & second year Penn students in good academic standing

Expectations

· Mentors & mentees will be required to communicate with each other at least once per week (via phone, text, facebook, email, etc.).  It is the responsibility of both students to make sure this contact is maintained.

· Mentors & mentees will be required to have at least one face-to-face meeting 3 times a month. (The option is available to attend Upward Bound’s fourth Saturday activities.)

· Attendance is also required at the pre-pairing training, pairing party, and fall & spring retreats.

· Mentors may also be invited to join mentees at local service projects & cultural/college trips.

· Mentors are expected to commit to at least one academic year with the program.  

Activity Description

The program runs from September through April and is designed to allow meaningful relationships to form between the 10th grade mentees and the Penn college mentors. The sessions will meet either on Saturday afternoons or early evening during the week, depending on schedules. Activities are designed to be fun, interesting, and engaging. Building meaningful and supportive relationships are an essential part of the program. There will also be opportunities for visits to different settings both as a group and one-on-one. Activities with last year’s group of mentors and mentees, for example, included visiting museums, seeing world-famous fashion displays, eating Chipotle with pre-law advisors, carving pumpkins, learning how to cook different meals and exploring different potential career paths.  A weekend retreat is planned for the fall and spring.  

Important Dates

· September 19th: Mentor applications due by 6pm
· Week of September 19th:  Interviews at the Christian Association
· October 1st: Pre-Pairing Training for the Mentors

· 0ctober 8th: Pairing Party/Orientation

· Fall retreat:  November 12th  & 13th 
· Spring retreat:  March 31st & April 1st 
· Saturday Sessions:  10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/11, 2/18, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 4/7, 4/14, 4/21, 4/28  

Get Involved

Looking to be a part of this exciting new program? Applications for the Dana How Scholars Program are due September 19, 2011 to Miles R. Goodloe in the Christian Association (gomiles@gse.upenn.edu).
Dana How Scholars - Mentor Application 2011-12
	Last:                          First:
	Major:
	Expected Year of Graduation:

	Primary Phone Number:
	Email Address:

	Mailing Address:

	Have you been a mentor before?

YES                 NO
	Do you have any experience working with high school students?

YES                   NO


1. Why are you interested in mentoring?

2. What does being a mentor mean to you?  Can you share three attributes of a good mentor?
3. What do you expect to gain from your mentor relationship? What do you expect your mentee to gain from your relationship?

4. Dana How Scholars mentors are expected to commit to at least one year of service (September-April). Do you foresee any circumstances which would prevent you from fulfilling your year of service? Please list any other commitments you have on or off campus.
5. Select a favorite/inspiring quote and explain its importance/meaning to you in 2-3 paragraphs (please no need to exceed one page in length). 
Thank you for your interest in being a mentor in the Dana How Scholars program!  We will be getting back to you soon.  Interviews will be scheduled during the week of September 19th.
Thoughts in Progress

1) My favorite subject is____________________________________

2) My favorite class of all time was ______________________________ because I really enjoyed ____________________________________________________

3) On the weekends I usually ____________________________________________

4) On the weekends I would much rather __________________________________
5) When I grow up I will _______________________________________________

6) My dream career is _______________________________________ because __________________________________________________________________

7) My ideal lifestyle consists of __________________________________________

8) 5 words that best describe my personality are_____________________________

___________________________________________________________________

9) If I could change the world I would ____________________________________

10) If I could change the United States I would_______________________________
11) If I could change my community I would________________________________
12) If I could change something about my family, I would_____________________
13) As I get older, I would like to _________________________________________ because_________________________________________________________

14) My special skills, interests, and hobbies are as follows:___________________

15) I LOVE __________________________________________________________ 
Dana How Scholars  - Interview Availability Schedule
 Please put an “X” in any time slots that you are NOT available for an interview.
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