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What We Learned In 2008-2009

In our effort to respond to the
needs of the student body as it
relates to sexuality, we spent

the 08-09 academic year listen-

ing to undergraduates at the
University of Pennsylvania. We
asked questions, sought clarifi-
cation, probed values and tried
to learn how they frame their
reality. There is much that we
learned that is cause for con-
cern.

Findings

+Both women and men admit
to not knowing enough about
sexuality, and they express an
interest in knowing more.
+Young adults acknowledge
that the rules they are operat-
ing under in the social scene
are conflicting and need im-

provement. ¢ There was consid-

erable ambivalence from men
and women about whether or
not and how much women
should initiate sexual contact
as well as which behaviors are
“appropriate” for females in
order to avoid negative labels.

Definitions of Sex

+94% defined sex in terms of
male pleasure: vaginal/penile
intercourse. ¢16% considered
oral sex as sex. ¢6% considered
mutual masturbation to be sex.
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Definitions of Hooking-up

¢ There is no common defini-
tion on what constitutes hook-
ing-up. Definitions range from
just kissing to intercourse.
There was a consensus that
pleasure is the primary motiva-
tion behind hooking-up, and
there is no implied long-term
commitment.

Where Students Search for
Sexual Partners

+94% meet potential sexual
partners through friends. +61%
meet potential sexual partners
at fraternity parties.

How Students Initiate Physical
Intimacy

489% are non-verbal and pas-
sive. ¢67% wait for the poten-
tial partner to initiate. #56%
use alcohol or drugs to make
initiation easier. #44% initiate
it themselves.

If they are unable to initiate
verbally then the conversations
about contraception, the
meaning and sumbolism of the
behavior, values and expecta-
tions, and even the request or
refusal of specific behaviors is
problematic. Without this kind
of conversation one can con-
clude rather easily that sexual
liaisons are of lesser quality
and more likely to be relation-

ally vacuous.
continued on page 3

Body Without Fear

This spring, Passion Works pro-
duced a short documentary
which explores the sexual cli-

mate on the University of Penn-

sylvania’s campus. It reveals
that our youth have been ad-
versely affected by federally
funded abstinence-only educa-
tion; HIV is on the rise amongst
students. It also exposes what
students know and don’t know
about sexuality; their lack of
knowledge is oftentimes star-
tling.

The film highlights the role of
Passion Works Director, Rev.
Dr. Beverly Dale, as she shares
her personal struggles as a
woman in the role of campus
minister along with the difficul-
ties of engaging a student body
that is highly educated on eve-
rything but sexuality. Dale also
speaks out about sexual igno-
rance in the Church, the need
to embrace the body, and how
“pleasure is good and should be
enjoyed with abundance.”

It is an alternatively devastat-
ing and hopeful film which
features students, staff and
faculty who are working to
create a positive shift within
the campus culture.

Body Without Fear is a film

worth seeing and sharing with
family, friends and church

members, and it is relevant to
both the religious and secular.
The DVD can be purchased on
the Passion Works website. Go
to passionworks.upennca.org.



perceptions ot physical and emo- Youth for Reproductive Freedom as a discussion starter on sexual "
tional intimacy, levels of sexual (SYRF)- a program of the Religious ignorance, religious views, and |
knowledge, and ability to commu-  Coalition for Reproductive Choice- sexual assault. See page 1
¢ Sexual assault occurs nicate comfortably and effec- to hold events with students which l
every 45 seconds. tively. There was no preaching, focused on morality, individual I
teaching or lecturing- merely lis- freedom and women as moral
tening. We gained valuable infor- agents. |

\ BEER TASTING =~
Threds wncus L ocal C rafe Psrewer
\ 9 November 20, at the C A

Passion Works Addresses Sexual Abuse and |
Hook-up Culture with the Disciples I
interested EAINSSEERIYS separate work- abuse once and for all. Among the by sexual naiveté and abstinence- |
in sponsoring a shops at the bi-annual convention topics to be ‘purchased’ were an- only sex education, suffers sexual |
. of the Disciples of Christ in July nual symposiums for young adults assault at her first fraternity party. I
Passion Works and found a ready audience. on sexuality and faith, having each  The evaluations of both workshops
ven b= Eighteen parents, youth leaders, church camp host adult training for  tell us that congregational mem- |
< pastors and survivors gathered to parents and having all seminaries bers are unaware that most pastors
contact Deborah: hear “How Can We Help if We provide required sexual ethics and are not adequately prepared to I
. Don’t Understand: An Experience sex ed courses for pastors-to-be. pastorally address the various sex- I
VT plelelcle[olf= 1] [ M of Child Sexual Abuse.” The work- ual issues that parishioners experi-
upenn.edu shop included a performance of In a separate workshop, 38 teens, ence. The participants vowed to |
the ‘little girl’ in Rev Bev’s one- pastors, parents, and youth leaders  have numerous conversations with I
woman show and ended with a watched “Body Without Fear” and their pastors, youth leaders and
B wild auction among teams to solve  the drama of “The Empty House” regional ministers as soon as they /

, the problem of child sexual with the character Keri who, set up  returned home. 7

— e E—s s s s e e e B S e B EEe B B B EEs e B s o o









